
 

PIONEER SCHOOL OF  THE ARTS  

PTA  NEWSLETTER  

November 2009  

Greetings Pioneer Families! 

 

What a jam -packed and fun -filled month October has been!   

 

PTA  kicked off the month with Walk to School Day, to promote 

healthy lifestyle choices. We had a wonderful turnout of parents and 

students, as well as some special visitors from the community.  

Red Ribbon Week  inspired students to be òPaws-itively Drug Free!

ñwith plans to revisit the topic of  saying òNOó to drugs throughout 

the year on our Drug Awareness Fun Fridays.   

Our Fall family event, the Harvest Party , was a resounding success!  

Fall crafts, games and festive treats put everyone in the Autumn spirit.   

The National Reflections Art Program  was in full swing in October 

with submissions due at monthõs end.  Best of luck to all our 

participants! 
Our second fundraiser of the year, Otis Spunkmeyer  Cookie 

Dough  is underway (see Happenings page for more details).   

Dr. Linda Clark , District Superintendent, met with interested 

parents to discuss current issues affecting Pioneer students and 

families (see Happenings page). 

The Annual Pioneer PTA Membership Drive  has gone well with 

262 members to date!  We welcome back our returning members 

and greet those new to the Pioneer community.  The PTA thanks you 

for your support of our school and our children.  Weõd also like to 

thank the teachers who support and participate in our PTA~ working 

together we can be the KEY to our childrenõs success!    

 

Wishing all our Pioneer families a safe and restful November track break.   

  Go Pumas!!!  
 

Tammy Ripley   Anne Madsen 
 tripley@cableone.net  fourmadsens@hotmail.com 
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DID YOU Know?  

To improve communicat ion 

between the school and Pioneer 

parents, the PTA Executive 

Committee will be meeting with Mr. 

Phillips for a monthly òCoffee Talkó. 

We will discuss issues that relate to 

the school and the families here at 

Pioneer. Email us with any questions 

or concerns you may have, so we 

can share them at our monthly 

meetings.  

Tammy Ripley 

 tripley@cableone.net or 

Anne Madsen 

The Pioneer PTA Treasurerõs report is as follows: 

 

Read-a-Thon Fundraiser:  $7,535.52 

Spirit òShopó Sales:   $3407.51 

Membership Dues:   $2048.71 

Albertsonõs Comm. Partner Pgm.:  $473.62 

Bank Reconciliation 09.30.2009: $24,462.68* 

 

*Note: The reconciled balance includes previously allocated funds for a new Sound System.  

Funds will be distributed when final products have been selected.  Target Distribution: Fall 2009  

 

The PTA is on schedule to distribute budgeted funds, in October, to the following groups: (Clubs) Chess Club and K-Kids; 

(Programs) Art, Library, Music and School Safety Aid; (Specials) Computer, Counselor, PE and Special Education.  

Questions? Concerns? Comments? Email Sheryl Bishop at sbishop@effectivesolutionsinc.com.  

Treasurerõs Report 

Coffee Talks  Playground Project  
The Playground Committee (made up of school staff and parents) are meeting each 

Monday to work on the Playground Project.  

 

Project Goals: 1) Improve behavioral consistency on the playground in terms of 

activity rules, discipline and expectations; 2) Teach personal responsibility and 

accountability; and 3) Address supervision ratio of Duties to students. 

 

A òplanó has been established by the Committee to address some of the project 

goals. The plan is based on 3 major components: Universal Conflict Management 

Program, Rules-based Activities and Games, and Playground Equipment (balls, 

ropes, etc.).The Playground Committee will communicate needs to the PTA based 

on these goals. This is a year-long improvement process. Approved PTA monies 

will be used to sponsor these needs throughout the year. We will keep you posted 

on what the allocated funds will be used to purchase. 

Parent Involvement  
Parent involvement is vital for the 

success of children, as well as for 

those who teach them. Schools with 

heavy parent involvement are 

vibrant places where teachers and 

staff feel supported and students 

benefit from the attention of so 

many caring adults. 

Volunteering at school or for a PTA 

event, is a great way to show your 

child that school is an important part 

of your familyõs life. 

  

A:  P-T-A stands for Parent Teacher Association.  It represents the 

collaboration of Parents and Teachers/Staff/Administration in the interest of 

our childrenõs education.  Collectively we form the ôcommunityõ that supports our 

children in all educational endeavors.  United we have a strong unified voice to 

speak out on behalf of our children regarding local, regional, state and national 

legislative issues affecting them on a daily basis.   

 

Your membership in the PTA defines your support of these efforts, as an active 

participant in this community.  We welcome ôeveryõ teacher, staff member, 

administrator, parent and grandparent to join us in our efforts.  Together we can 

make a difference!  Weõd love to hear from you!  Please email your questions to 

Anne Madsen at fourmadsens@hotmail.com.   

Q:  A Pioneer PTA parent asked, ò What  

 does P-T-A stand for??ó 
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Happenings  

We now have Pioneer Spirit Car 

Magnets for sale through our Spirit 

Shop. Itõs a great way to show your 

Puma Pride throughout town! The 

magnets are in the shape of a paw 

print and say: Pioneer Pumas . 

 

We will have them available at our 

Spirit Shop on December 4th OR if 

you canõt wait and would like one 

before Track Break, go to the PTA 

website, www.pioneerpumas.org, click 

on the Announcement Page link to 

print an order form. Turn the 

completed form into your childõs 

teacher with a check made payable 

to Pioneer PTA.  

 

 If you have questions, 

contact April Alford at 350-6331 

alfordhome@q.com.  

Otis Spunkmeyer  

Due to requests from parents and also 

to help support our Playground 

Project sooner, the PTA Board decided 

to move the Cookie Dough fundraiser 

to October. 

 

Packets were sent home on October 

23rd and are to be returned by 

November 2nd. The cookie dough will 

be delivered just in time for gift giving 

and holiday baking. Yum! 

  

Thank you for supporting PTAõs 

fundraising efforts. 

 

If you choose not to participate in this 

fundraiser, but would like to make a 

contribution to PTA or the Playground 

Project, send your donation to school with 

your child in an envelope marked 

Pioneer PTA. Please make checks 

payable to Pioneer PTA. . 

Q and A Meeting With Dr. Clark  
Dr. Clark explained that the $10M 

dollar Levy passed in March was 

used to cover shortfalls in the 

budget for this year.  

 

ISAT scores were reviewed. 

Details on subgroups were 

discussed. You can view our 

results as well as all schools by 

logging onto The School Report 

Cards at www.sde.idaho.gov/

reportcard.  

 

Dr. Clark and Mr. Phillips agreed that 

timely communication on issues that 

impact our students and school are 

important, and they will work to 

improve on this. Please visit our PTA 

website for Meet ing Minutes 

www.pioneerpumas.org. 

O 
n October 14th we held 

our Q & A meeting with 

Dr. Clark, Superintendent 

of Meridian Schools.  

 

Dr. Clark addressed the issue of class 

size caps at Pioneer. She (the District) 

agreed to hold enrollment of new 

students as of 10/14/09 (families 

interested in our school will be put on 

a waiting list). Dr. Clark also said they 

would review the òcapsó for our class 

size numbers (maximum # of students 

per class by grade level), currently at 

Pioneer and get back to us.  

 

Dr. Clark listened to comments/

concerns from parents on the 

issue of Collaboration-Late Start 

Wednesdays. 

 

 

We look forward to another meeting 

with Dr. Clark, after the class size cap 

numbers have been reviewed. This will 

give us more insight into our Art 

Magnet status and the future of our 

òchoiceó school. 

 

A BIG Thank You to the 60 plus 

parents who came out to support our 

children and school. These parents 

represented and òspokeó for every 

family at Pioneer by attending. We 

appreciate all of them for taking the 

time off work and from their busy 

schedules to be a òvoiceó for our 

students and our school. Thank you! 

PUMA MAGNETS  
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We appreciate our volunteers, thank 

you to Heather Newcomb, Kim 

Freidenberger, Michele Borgman, 

Stephanie Harrold, Eron Gailey, Tom 

Sipes, Tiffany Cleverly,Kari Lukas,Claudia 

Adams, Kristi Lynn, Sandi Gailey, Becky 

Valentine, Ashley Pecora, Laurie Boren, 

Cassandra Sipes, Chris Saunders, Cindy 

Neibel, Kelli Broyles, Jesse Pacheco, 

Angela Farrell, Tammy Venturi, Kathi 

Hancock ,Monica Clements, Erica 

Zeibarth, Peggy Fishback, Kim and Scott 

Johnson, Jennifer Hall, Jana Gathman, 

Jodie Davila, Rick and Val Tidwell, Carol 

Muir, Sheryl Bishop, Stefanie and Eric 

Ellis, Lisa Butterworth, Anne Madsen, 

Susan Dodd, Jennifer Naveen Muppiri 

Laura Smith, Anne Madsen, Nicky 

Hester, Misty Ware, Cassie Collins, 

Maria Luke, Karla Schmelzenbach, Janeil 

Pluim, Jami Haan, Randi Tietz, Katherine 

Breyfogel, Assunda Prendergast, Kari 

Lukas, Kate Pape, Polly Black, Anita 

Springer, Rosemary DeMond, Codi 

Galloway, Margaret Hampton, April 

Alford,Brandi Bentley, Bekki Fekete, 

Melinda Mendez, Jolene Wright, Cassey 

Scott, Carol Nickerson, Gretchen 

Rauer, Tracy Badraun, Steph Looney, 

Rush Alford, Monica Fair, Stephanie 

Mrachek, Tanya Murphy, Thomas LeAnn 

Hunt, Andra Shosted, Jocelyn Lockhart, 

Laurie Parker, Sam Knievel, Keri Kinzel, 

Angela Farrell, Tammy Ripley, Angela 

Horrocks, Rachel Hubler, Ali Schneider, 

Andrea Buss, Billy Wilcox, and Jennifer 

Bjourff  

 

If we have missed anyone that has put in 

volunteer time for one or more of our 

PTA events/programs, we apologize. 

Please know that we appreciate your 

time and commitment to our school and 

our Pioneer PTA community.  

Our first collection totals are in... 

Students, Parents and Teachers-You did 

Awesome-and brought in a total of 9030 Box 

Tops-which will amount to approx. 

$903.00 to our school!  

  

Winning Classrooms for Aug/Sept: 

1st Place Kalkman-1st graders-1000 Box Tops 

2nd Place Greene-2nd graders-796 Box Tops 

3rd Place Koval-5th graders- 635 Box Tops 

  

These Top 3 classrooms were awarded a prize for all of their students and the 

Teacher!  Keep turning in your Box Tops for a chance to win next 

month! Thank You and Happy Collecting! 

 

 Val, Jana, Gretchen, Tracy rvktidwell@msn.com 

Look For The Gift Tree In November  PTA Volunteers  

Fall 2009 

A 
s the temperature cools, 

and the leaves change, our 

thoughts will soon turn to 

snowy days, warm fires and 

family gatherings.  We will be 

reminded of all that is good and all for 

which we are thankful.  At Pioneer, 

we show our thanks and appreciation 

for all that our fabulous teachers and 

staff members do for our kids, with 

the Gift Tree.  

 

This year, the Gift Tree will be set 

up with paper òornamentsó labeled 

for teachers and staff members. Each 

ornament will have suggested gift 

ideas on the back.  Just pull an 

ornament off the Gift Tree, put it in 

your wallet, and when youõre ready 

to do some shopping youõll know 

exactly what to buy.   

 

Look for the Gift Tree to be up and 

decorated by November 2nd -- Happy 

Gift Giving!  Contact Jennifer at 

 jbourff@gmail.com 

 or Sheryl at 

sbishop@effectivesolutionsinc.com. 

Box Tops For Education  

Volunteers Needed  
PTA is in the process of creating a committee of Art Fair Coordinators.  We 

are looking for fresh ideas for the Art Fair in February.  If you have been 

interested in getting more involved at our school of the arts, this would be the 

perfect opportunity!  We welcome new parents, as well as familiar faces. 

 

Volunteers will be working with other parents to plan activities such as art 

experience stations, Art Scavenger Hunt and more!  Be active, Jump In! 

 

Contact Tammy Ripley if you have questions or are interested in volunteering. 

tripley@cableone.net 
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