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L 
ast year Pioneer PTA raised 

$10,500 to purchase a new 

sound system for the gym.  

Mr. Phillips is presently 
working with the company that will be 

installing the new system.  The walls 

will be treated for better sound 

quality, speakers will be mounted 
throughout the gym, and we will have 

a portable rolling rack for equipment 

and microphones.   

 

This new system will enable us to 
actually hear our children and school 

personnel during classroom programs, 

assemblies and award presentations.  

Dear Pioneer Families, 

 We hope everyone had an enjoyable summer break and we are glad you 

are back!  A BIG welcome to all our new students and their families. 

 We encourage everyone to become a member of our PTA 
Community .  Membership demonstrates to your child that our school and their 

education is important to you. 

 There are many ways to be involved.  No need to commit to a specific 

event or function now, just sign up to be on our Volunteer List and we will email 
you as needs arise. You can pick and choose those volunteer opportunities that 

meet your schedule.  Itõs a great way to meet other parents and be an 

active part of our Community! 

 PTA is excited about the new year and we have already begun working 

on our sponsored programs, projects and events.  Itõs going to be another 
FABULOUS year!  

Go Pumas!  

Tammy Ripley   Anne Madsen 

   tripley@cableone.net  fourmadsens@hotmail.com 
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Gymnasium Sound System Update 

We are so excited about this new 

addition to our school!   

 

Thank you to all the families that 
participated in our fundraising last year 

to make this possible! 

New sound is coming to Pioneer! 

 POWER  
 PUMA          
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DID YOU Know?  

Buying Groceries Helps Pioneer Kids 
Forms for Albertsons Community 

Partners were sent home with 
Pioneer students last week.  Filling 

this form out means more money 
for our school.  In fact, up to 4% of 

the money you spend at Albertsons 
comes right back to your kids at 

Pioneer!   

 
The program is free to participate 

inñplease join right away.  If you 

would like more information, email 

pioneercommunity 
partners@gmail.com  

1. It shows my child that school 

is important to me. 

2. I can be connected to 

information about issues that 
affect my child locally, 

statewide and nationally. 
3. Research shows that involved 

parents create successful 

children. 

4. My child is proud when they 

see me at school. 
5. I have a voice in the decisions 

that affect my child and their 

school. 
6. I get a chance to meet other 

parents and share information 
with them. 

7. I can meet my child's teacher 
in an informal setting. 

8.  I receive information first-

hand.  I don't have to rely on 
flyers that may get lost on the 

way home. 
9. The other members are 

friendly, involved people. 
10. I enjoy knowing I'm part of 

what helps make Pioneer a 

GREAT school! 

10 Reasons I am a  

PTA  Member: 

School District decided to make 

Pioneer Elementary an arts magnet 
school.  This allows Pioneer to cap 

class sizes at 24 students for 

Kindergarten through 2nd Grade, 

25 students for 3rd Grade, and 31 
students for 4th and 5th Grade.  As 

an art magnet, Pioneer is able to 

offer keyboarding, orchestra, band 
and a full-time art program to our 

students.  However, Pioneer DOES 

NOT receive any additional funds 

from the district to support these 

programs.  Pioneer is allocated the 
same amount per student as other 

elementary schools in the Meridian 
School District.   

National PTA was created to meet 

a profound challenge--to better the 
lives of children. PTA provides 

services to schools, parents, and 

communities to help children 

succeed and to help individuals 
become active and better-informed 

citizens.  The way PTA can provide 

these services is through its 
Members, and the more Members 

we have the better and broader 

those services will be.  

 

Why choose a Fami ly 
Membership rather than an 

Individual Membership?  For 
every member in our PTA, Pioneer 

is given a vote at the legislative level.  
A family membership allows two 

votes, whereas an individual 

membership only allows one.  So, 
the more family memberships we 

have in our PTA, the more votes we 
are allowed on legislative issues.  

The more members we have, the 
more say we have in what happens 

at our school and the more we 

benefit our children. 
Why is PTA so important at 

Pioneer? In 2005, the Meridian 

PTA was Founded in Washington 
D.C. in 1897  

 

Founders:  Alice McLellan and 
Phoebe Apperson Hearst 

 

Original Name:  National Congress 

of Mothers 



Calendar of Events  

 

Need PTA 

Information?    
Find it on the:     

PTA Website www.pioneerpumas.org 

Puma Power [monthly] Newsletter 
PTA Bulletin Board 

 

 

School Info:  
Colors: Red and Black 

Mascot: Puma 

Motto:  Pioneer Pumas...We Believe 

 

 

Newsletter:  
Tell us what you think of our new 

N e w s l e t t e r  f o r m a t ,  e m a i l 

tripley@cableone.net.  This newsletter 
is produced and donated by The 

Newsletter Company; for your business 

or association newsletter needs please 

visit www.reliablenewsletters.com.   

Early-Bird Chess Club Starts Soon 

We still need volunteers who 

would like to help while the kids 
run laps. It's a very fun way to 

spend time with your children. 
Please e-mail Stephanie at 

mrachek@cableone.net  or Rush at  
alfordhome@q.com if you are 

interested in joining our team! 

 
Stephanie Mrachek 

850-7202  

The PTA is able to help support these programs with the donations received 

from Pioneer families through our fundraisers. 

Monday mornings.  If you have 

children who are interested in 
playing chess, or have any 

questions regarding Chess Club, 
p l e a s e  e- m a i l  u s  a t 

gaileys@yahoo.com or give us a 
call at 870-4180.  Looking forward 

to seeing all our early-morning 

chess players soon!    

 

Eron & Sandi Gailey 

Happenings  

Roaring  Read-a-Thon  

   Sept 3-28  

Pioneer Puma Marathon begins  

   Sept 14 Lunch Recess 

PTA Reflections Art contest  

   Begins midðSeptember  

Pioneer Open House  

   Sept 24 6-8 P.M.  

Spirit Day ð wear Red & Black  

   Sept 25  

  

Pioneer Early Bird Chess will be 

starting up again in early 
September.  As always, we will be 

meeting from 7:40am-8:40am 

Pioneer Puma Marathon 
Pioneer Puma Marathon is a 

walking/running activity during 
lunch recess on Mondays and 

Fridays.  It will start on September 
14th through November 6th in the 

fall and begin again April 12th 
through June 14th in the spring. 

 

Students run or walk laps around 
the school field.  For each lap they 

earn a punch on their punch card.  
Three laps equals one mile. The 

kids work toward their goal of 26 

miles which equals a full marathon, 
while having fun with their friends.  

We ask that you please encourage 
your child to participate to help 

promote better health habits and 
great fitness. 

 

Please send your child to school 
with appropriate exercise shoes 

and attire (no flip-flops). 
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ROAR INTO READING  

with the  
Pioneer Elementary School of the Arts  

READ -A-THON  

              
READ-A-THON sponsored by Pioneer PTA. 

 

Here is how it worksé 
 
1.  September 4th to 13th -- Students ask family and friends for pledges!  
 
2.  September 13th to 19th --READ, READ, READ!  Log reading minutes and  

                                       turn in reading log daily!  (no log, no credit)  
*Children can read by themselves or with a helper.*  

 
3.  September 20th to 27th -- Collect pledge money and deliver to teacher.   
                                                    Must turn in all money by September 28th!  

Is your child excited for the new school year?  Now is the time to 
jump start their learning and earn money to support the awesome 

programs we have here at Pioneer. 
 
 

PRIZES! 
 

¶ READING TROPHY!    Each day the teacher will award the trophy to the    
student who shows the best effort, reads the most minutes, or improves the 
most!   

 
¶ PRIZE PATROL!  Every child that participates and turns in their log sheet 

daily  receives a ticket to be put in the classroom bucket.  His or her teacher 
will pull one ticket and that lucky student visits the PRIZE PATROL to choose 
a prize. 

 
¶ TOP READER!   The top reader from each grade level will get a $10 gift card 

to Barnes and Noble  at the end of READ-A-THON.  


